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Dear Parents and Community Members: 
 
I hope this message finds you and your families safe and well. Please be reminded that                
last Friday, April 16th, Illinois Gov. JB Pritzker announced that remote learning in Illinois              
will be extended through the end of the 2019-20 school year.  
 
Although in-person learning has been suspended for the remainder of the year at Itasca              
School District 10, I assure you our entire staff remains committed to learning and              
engaging with all students through Remote or Home Learning. The district’s recent            
Home Learning Survey indicated that a strong majority of families in the district feel the               
work is the right amount. We are committed to providing the flexibility to meet the               
needs of all families and our students including those who would like more work and               
engagement. Please know we are committed to developing more interactive          
experiences for our students both with their teachers and classmates. Your feedback            
helps us to continue to improve and is appreciated. Please feel free to reach out to your                 
child’s teacher(s) if you have questions about Remote Learning. As our teachers            
continue to work on Remote Learning, Monday, April 27th will be a Teacher Planning              
Day. These days are critical for teacher team meetings and provide time to schedule               
IEP meetings that do not conflict with Remote Learning days. Additionally, our food             
distribution program will continue with home delivery twice a week. All students are             
eligible and may sign up at: https://forms.gle/tGQ3r7aUWvVt8cB16 
 
Like you, we are saddened by the reality that our school community will not be able to                 
reconvene in person this school year due to this public health crisis. So many students               
have worked hard to learn and grow in both the classroom and in extracurricular              
activities that this announcement may feel like a step back. We miss working with our               
students in person and have struggled too with this adversity. However, the final             
chapter of this school year hasn’t been written yet. These past few weeks have proven               
our school community is more resilient, more trusting, more courageous and more            
compassionate than maybe what we all previously realized. I am very thankful for that              
and clearly see that Itasca is truly special. I’m confident our collective strength will              
shine through during the remainder of the school year, and we will emerge even              
stronger. 
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Having said that, last Friday’s announcement will result in significant and multiple            
scheduling changes in our district. At this point, all in-person school events remain             
cancelled through the end of the year. It will take us some time to identify our options                 
for implementing important school events in a different manner, such as eighth grade             
graduation. We are working diligently to make graduation and the awards ceremony,            
important achievements and milestones, meaningful and celebratory for your family.          
We are also working through the details of how teachers and students will access the               
building in the future to collect their materials for the end of the year, yet maintain                
safety and the stay at home order. To that end, please be patient as we work together                 
as a district to provide you that information within the next several weeks. 
 
I know this is not the school year that any of us imagined, but I want to thank you for                    
your patience and understanding as we have dealt with this unprecedented situation            
together. This period of Remote Learning offers us new ways to learn and grow, and               
out of this Pandemic, we will emerge stronger. Plans will be underway soon for the               
return to in-person learning next school year. I can assure you all that we are looking                
forward to that day. Let me repeat that once again, we really look forward to that day                 
but will also keep our focus on the immediate and what we can control now. It is                 
important that we continue to work together and support our students. I can't thank you               
enough for all that you are doing as we all work together through this. On behalf of all                  
of the administration, teachers and support staff, thank you for your continued support             
and trust. 
 
Sincerely,  
Craig Benes, Superintendent of Schools 
 
Melissa Stafford, Union President of Education Association of Itasca/Illinois Education 
Association/National Education Association 
 
Dee Castello, Union President of Itasca Support Staff Union, Northwest Suburban 
Teachers Union, Local 1211, IFT-AFT/AFL-CIO 
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